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none Conversation After Aborted Coup,

Russian NSABriefs Doval About 'Latest Events'

New Delhi: After a short-lived mutiny
by a private army of mercenaries last
week, the Russian national security
adviser N. Patrushev called up his
Indian counterpart to talk to him about
the “latest events”.

The discussion also came after the
visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
the US, which both sides have project-
ed as a highly successful trip.

Till now, only the Russians have
issued a readout on the phone conver-
sation.

“The current issues of Russian-
Indian cooperation in the field of securi-
ty and the prospects for their deepening
within the framework of bilateral and
multilateral formats were discussed in
detail. In addition, N. Patrushev
informed A. Doval about the latest
events in Russia,” said the Russian
statement.

It added that the two officials have
“agreed to continue a confidential dia-
logue”.

Last week, there were extraordinary
scenes when the Wagner Group, an
army of 25,000 fighters, took over a
town and then started marching

Putin.

towards Moscow. They stopped about
200 kilometres away from the Russian
capital, after the Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko brokered adeal
with the owner of Wagner group,
Yevgeny Prigozhin, who was also a for-
mer close aide of Russian President

Prigozhin had claimed that he was
not planning a coup against Putin, butto
topple the defence minister Sergei
Shoigu and the top military leadership.
While Moscow has agreed not to frame
charges against him, Pirogozhin went
into exile in Belarus. The Wagner
Group’s contract that was ending on
July 1 has also not been renewed, and

Ukrainian war.

Days after mutiny, Russian Security Councll

Secretary calls National Security Adviser Ajit Doval " E“WWW el diern

NEW DELHI. In the first such
New Delhi-Moscow contact since
the failed mutiny in Russia,
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval
spoke to his counterpart Nikolai
Patrushev, Secretary of Russia’s
Security Council, on June 29. They
discussed the developments as
well as bilateral and multilateral
ties.

“The current issues of Russian-
Indian cooperation in the field of
security and the prospects for their
deepening within the framework of bilateral and
multilateral formats were discussed in detail,” the
council said.

“[Nikolai] Patrushev informed A. Doval about
the latest events in Russia”, it added, indicating
that Mr. Doval was briefed about events since
June 24, when the chief of the Wagner militia
group Yevgeny Prigozhin took over a Russian
town, and marched his forces towards Moscow
before abruptly calling them off and fleeing to
Belarus.

“The interlocutors agreed to continue a confi-
dential dialogue,” the council added in its state-
ment. Mr. Patrushev and Mr. Doval have been in
regular touch on security issues. Setting aside
protocol, Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Mr.
Patrushev during his visit to Delhi in March, while
President Vladimir Putin had held talks with Mr.
Doval in Moscow

The call by Mr. Patrushev was part of a number
of conversations the Kremlin has had to brief
allies and partners after the short-lived rebellion,
and reassure them about the situation in Russia.

Over the past few days, Mr.
Putin has spoken to Belarusian
President Alexander
Lukashenko, who played a role
in mediating the climbdown by
Mr. Prigozhin. He also spoke to
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Central Asian leaders,
including Kazakhstan President
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and
Uzbekistan President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev, and Saudi Arabia
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman. Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov spoke to
Iranian Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian to brief
him on the developments as well.

Mr. Patrushev’s call to Mr. Doval comes a week
ahead of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Summit, which Mr. Modi will host virtually.
Mr. Putin and leaders of China, Pakistan and
Central Asian countries are expected to attend the
summit. Iran is expected to be inducted as an
SCO member during the summit.

In addition, Mr. Modi has invited Mr. Putin to
attend the G-20 summit in Delhi on September 9
and 10.

Speaking about the “unique” strength of India-
Russia ties on Wednesday, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar said ties had “been held
steady” despite turbulence in the world.

He said that it was a mistake to “dumb down”
the India-Russia relationship by speaking only of
India’s considerable defence dependencies on
Russian military supplies, and pointed to the
“geopolitical logic” of steady security cooperation
and the growth in bilateral trade, which has been
boosted by Indian oil imports from Russia.

they will not be fighting any longer in the

India has, so far, maintained a stud-
ied silence on the aborted coup.

With defence cooperation being
one of the highlights of Modi’s state visit
to Washington, the Russian govern-
ment has commented only about the
Master Ship Repair Agreement signed
between the US Navy and Larsen and
Toubro (L&T) Shipbuilding Ltd that will
allow US Navy ships to undergo major
repairs at Indian shipyards.

In an interview to state-run Russian
news agency TASS, Russian deputy
foreign minister Sergey Ryabkov had
said that he was “confident that our

Indian partners, being quite experi-
enced and well-versed in the intricacies
of contemporary global politics, are fully
away of the risks that all of this may
entail”.

Russia had been the largest source
for defence equipment for India, but the
proportion has come down consider-
ably inthe last decade.

TASS reported that Ryabkov said
that Russia will continue to deepen its
partnership, including defense ties,
with India, “despite US chicanery”.

Moscow and New Delhi have been
developing a number of lucrative proj-
ects of interest to the Indian side, the
senior Russian diplomat said.

A TASS reporter asked a question
about the Master Ship Repair
Agreement at the Chinese foreign min-
istry media briefing on Monday. The
Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson
didn't respond directly about the agree-
ment, but hoped that “relevant coun-
tries will act in ways conducive to mutu-
al trust between regional countries in
the field of security and stability in the
region”.
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